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HEBDEN  BRIDGE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer's  Report. 


Hebden  Biv^ge,  1st  February,  1905. 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1904. 

I calculate  the  POPULATION  of  Hebden  Bridge, 
to  the  middle  of  the  year,  to  be  7,800,  an  increase  of 
100  over  that  of  1903. 

The  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  are  as 
follows:  Birth-rate,  19.8  per  1,000 ; Death-rate,  12.4 
per  1,000  ; Zymotic  Death-rate,  0.6  per  1,000;  Phthisis 
Death-rate,  0.8  per  1,000;  Respiratory  Death-rate,  2.1 
per  1,000  ; Infantile  Mortality,  96.7  per  1,000  (deaths 
under  one  year  per  1,000  births).  Every  item  of  these 
statistics  contrasts  most  favourably  with  those  of  the 
previous  year. 

THE  BIRTHS  registered  have  been  155,  viz.,  71 
Males  and  84  Females,  giving  an  Annual  Birth-rate  of 
19.8  per  1,000.  Two  of  these  were  illegitimate.  The 
number  of  Births  and  Rate  for  the  year  1903  were 
respectively  134  and  17.4  per  1,000.  Tim  average  Birth- 
rate for  the  last  ten  years  (1894  to<  1903)  has  been  22.6 
per  1,000. 
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THE  DEATHS  recorded  have,  been  88,  viz.,  44  Males 
and  44  Females,  five'  of  which  are.  uncertified:  yielding 
an  Annual  Death-rate  of  11.2  per  1,000.  I have  re- 
ceived noticet,  besides  these,  of  9 others,  viz.,  6 Males 
and  3 Females,  who  have  resided  in  Hebden  Bridge 
and  died  out  of  it,  making  the  Total  Deaths-  97  and 
giving  a Nett  Death-rate  of  12.4  per  1,000.  The  nett 
number  of  Deaths  and  Bate  for  the  preceding  year 
were  117  and  16.8  per  1,000.  The  average!  Death-rate 
for  the  previous  ten  years  was-  14.4  per  1,000.  Six 
deaths  were  sudden  or  violent,  and  received  investiga- 
tion by  Coroner’s  Juries.  Fifteen  children  died  in 
infancy,  that  is,  under  the  age  of  twelve  months.  This 
Infant  Mortality,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths 
under  one  year  to  births  registered,  is  equal  to  96.7  per 
1,000,  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  reported  for  nine 
years,  since  1895  when  it  was  94.1  per  1,000.  Of  these 
fifteen  children  who  died  under  one  year,  three  were 
prematurely  born.  The  deaths  in  children  from  one 
to  five  years  were  four.  The'  deaths  65  years  and 
upwards,  or  old-age  deaths,  were  thirty. 


The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  or 
INFECTIOUS.  DISEASES  have  been  only  5,  viz., 
Whooping  Cough  2,  Diphtheria  1,  Croup  1,  and  Con- 
tinued Fever  1;  giving  the  low  Zymotic  Mortality  of 
0.6  per  1,000,  against  a Zymotic  Death-rate  for  1903 
of  1.6  per  1,000.  The  other  causes  of  death,  excluding 
the  infectious  class,  are  below  the  average.  They 
include  7 from  Phthisis,  4 from  Tubercular  Diseases, 
3 from  Cancer,  17  from  acute  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs,  and  16  from  Heart  Diseases,  the  latter  only 
showing  an  increase.  The  different,  causes  of  death, 
and  ages,  will  be  seen  in  Table  4 appended. 

THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  reported  under 
the  Notification  Act  have  been  101,  against  229  for  the 
previous  year.  They  comprise  58  of  Smallpox,  2 of 
Diphtheria,  5 of  Erysipelas,  28  of  Scarlet  Fever,  7 of 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  1 of  Continued  Fever.  Fifty-seven 
cases  of  Smallpox  were  removed  to.  Sourhall  Hospital, 
all  of  whom  recovered.  Eighteen  cases  of  Scarlet, 
six  of  Typhoid,  and  one  of  Continued  Fever  were  taken 
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to  the  Fieldem  Hospital,  the'  last-named  dying  in  that 
Institution. 


CHICKEN-POX  has  been  added  (on  the  1st  Novem- 
ber) to  the  list  of  Infectious  Diseases  which  have  to  be 
notified  to-  the  sanitary  authority.  The  addition  of 
this  disease  may  assist  in  the  early  discovery  of  Small- 
pox if  it  should  unfortunately  appear  again  in  this 
district. 


SMALLPOX  broke  out  in  Gar  den-street  on  the 
10th  February  and  continued  until  the  30th  May,  when 
the  last  case  was  removed  to  hospital.  It  attacked 
mostly  children  and  young  people,  but  at  the  finish 
several  elderly  persons  got  it.  This  epidemic  was 
more  extensive  than  the  one  in  1903.  It  was  also 
generally  of  a milder  character,  but  more  difficult  to 
control  and  suppress.  Full  details  have  been  already 
given  you,  with  the  various  active  measures  adopted 
to  stamp  it  out. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  — Twenty-eight  cases  of  this 
disorder  have  been  reported  during  the  year,  a large 
decrease  on  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  two 
years.  It  has  been  epidemic  in  Hebden  Bridge  since 
October,  1902  ; 77  cases  were  notified  in  1902  and  162 
cases  in  1903.  Want  of  hospital  accommodation,  with 
imperfect  means  for  disinfecting  clothing,  etc.,  at 
home-,  have  been  powerful  factors  in  the  wide  spread 
of  Scarlatina  through  your  district.  It  has  now  nearly 
expended  itself,  and  I have  confidence,  with  the  free 
use  of  the  New  Disinfector  for  all  articles  of  clothing, 
etc.,  that  we  shall  not,  in  the  future,  experience  such 
a prolonged  and  serious  outbreak:  as  this  has  been.  The 
most  satisfactory  feature  in  connection  with  it  has  been 
its  exceptionally  mild  character.  In  the'  three  years 
(1902-3-4)  there  have  been . 267  cases,  with  only  six 
deaths. 

TYPHOID  FEVER  has  occurred  in  seven  in- 
stances, and  has  been  less  prevalent  than  in  1903,  when 
there  were  twelve  cases.  With  regard  to  the  causes 
producing  this  fever,  I am  frequently  art  a loss  to  give 
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a definite  opinion.  I attribute  one  of  the  seven  to  a 
drinking1  water  of  doubtful  purity,  a second  to  eating 
contaminated  shell  fish ; thei  others  I am  unable'  to 
explain,  I believe  that  shell  fish,  such  as  mussels  and 
cockles,  which  are  freely  sold  here  and  frequently  eaten 
in  the  unboiled  condition,  are  a highly  probable  means 
of  introducing  the  typhoid  bacillus  into  the  human  sys- 
tem and  may  account  for  the  disease  in  many  patients, 
where  all  other  sanitary  surroundings  are  apparently 
without  defect,  and  do  not  afford  any  probable  explana- 
tion of  the  illness. 

DIPHTHERIA,  I am  pleased  to  say,  has  been 
almost  absent.  One  case  happened  in  a child,  causing 
death,  but  introduced  from  another  locality.  A second 
case  followed,  but  terminated  favourably. 


BUILDING-  OPERATIONS  have  progressed  slow- 
ly. Five  new  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  in 
the  year,  against  13  in  1903. 


SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS  have  been  taken  by  the 
Inspector,  resulting  in  the  usual  temporary  abatement 
of  the  nuisance. 

THE  CONNECTION  OF  HOUSE  DRAINS  with 
Main  Sewers  proceeds  slowly,  as  also  the  Conversion  of 
the  old  pails  into  water  closets,  notwithstanding  the  gift 
of  free  water  for  this  purpose  by  the  Council. 


THE  SEWAGE  WORKS  continue  to  produce  most 
satisfactory  results.  The  effluent  obtained  throughout 
the  year  has  been  good.  Tne  pressed  manure  or  sludge 
is  in  good  demand  by  the  local  farmers,  who'  cart  it 
away  freely ; and  no  foul  effluvia  have  been  complained 
of  as  arising  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Retd  acre. 


I frequently  visit  the  Five  Registered  LODGING- 
HOUSES,  and  find  them  fairly  clean  and  conducted  in 
an  orderly  manner. 


VACCINATIONS'  and  Be- V ac  c in  alio  n s have  not 
been  so  numerous  as  they  were  in  the  preceding  year. 
This  operation  was,  however1,  eagerly  sought  after  by 
young  and  old  during  the  continuance  of  the-  Smallpox 
Epidemic,  and  many  children  who  had  previously  re- 
ceived exemption  were  done  at  the  request  of  their 
parents.  The  efficacy  of  Vaccination  and  It er vaccination 
in  eradicating  smallpox  out  of  Hebden  Bridge  in  the 
years  1903  and  1904,  has  been  distinctly  manifest  to 
most  people.  It  is  more  especially  so  to  the  officers, 
who  had  to  work  in  the  midst  of  it  at  their  own  personal 
risk  and  carry  out  all  the  necessary  measures  for  arrest- 
ing it.  Vaccination  and  Be-va-cc  matron  is,  and  has  been, 
their  only  safeguard  and  protection.  During  the  year 
1904,  I have  performed,  as  Public  Vaccinator,  541 
vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations,  compared  with  1072 
in  1903. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  indebted- 
ness to  Dr.  Milburn,  Bacteriologist  to  the  West  Biding 
County  Council,  for  his  valuable  and  prompt  assistance 
in  several  cases  of  fever  in  which  I have  been  in  doubt, 
and  by  his  investigations  confirming  my  diagnosis  or 
otherwise,  thus  enabling  me,  with  confidence  and:  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  families  concerned,  to  dispatch 
patients  to  the  Hospital  at  the  earliest  moment,  rather 
than  leaving  them  at  home  in  uncertainty  to-  foster  fur- 
ther infection  amongst  their  own  household  and  others 
in  contact. 


I attach  to  this  Beport  the  usual  B e-turns  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council, 
and  the  Inspector’s  Beport  of  the  amount  of  sanitary 
work  completed  during  the  year. 

I have  also  the  honour  to  present  a SPECIAL 
BEPOBT  to  the  Home  Secretary  on  the-  administration 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  Hebden 
Bridge,  for  the  year  1904. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements-  and  Closet  accommo- 
dation for  the  FACTOBIES  of  this  district  are  fairly 
satisfactory,  and  are  adequate  and  sufficient  for  the- 
requirement-s  of  the  workpeople  employed. 
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The  WORKS-HOPS  on  the.  Register  are  63  in 
number,  viz.,  35  Workshops,  12  Bakehouses,  and  16 
Domestic  Workshops.  They  have  all,  with  two  excep- 
tions, complied  with  the  regulations  as.  to  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  air  space,  and  drainage ; and  the  two.  defec- 
tive ones,  complained  of  have  since  put  themselves  in 
order.  Some  of  the  Bakehouses  are  kept  in  excellent 
sanitary  condition,  and  the  remainder  fair.  Whiter- 
washing  is  done  in  many  four  times  a year,  and  in  all 
twice. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  LAWSON,  M.B.,  &c„ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c., 
completed  in  the  Year  ending  December 
31st,  1904. 


Complaints  received  during1  the  year  27 

Inspections  made  1200 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of 

Houses  and  Premises  20 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 89 

House  Drains  Repaired  or  Re-laid  33 

House  Drains  Trapped  or  Disconnected  6 

Privies  or  Water  Closets  Cleansed,  etc 18000 

New  Privies  or  Water  Closets  provided  21 

Houses  supplied  with  Water  5 

Lodging-houses  Registered  under  the  35th  Clause 

of  Sanitary  Act,  1866  5 

Loads  of  Dung  and  other  Refuse'  Removed  2230 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses  Inspected  7 

(Signed) 

EMMETT  SMITH, 

Nuisance  Inspector. 
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Table  1 and  2. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during-  1904  and  previous  Years. 
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Table  3.  — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1904. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At 

all 

ages. 

Cases  Notified. 

At  Ages — Years 

— 

No.  of  Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Un- 
der 1 

lto  5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  and 
upw’rds 

Smallpox 

58 

9 

JLi 

0 

32 

7 

17 

0 

57 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

0 

10 

15 

2 

1 

0 

18 

Typhus  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  

7 

0 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

6 

Relapsing  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued  Fever  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Plague  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

101 

3 

10 

50 

11 

26 

1 

82 

Table  4. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1904. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Deat' 

Un- 
der 1. 

is  in  Whole 
Subjoined 

1 and  5 and 
un-  | un- 
der 5.  derl5 

Disti 

4ges. 

15  & 
un- 
der25 

ict  at 
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der65 

65  & 
up- 
w’rds 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu- 

tions. 

Whooping-cough  
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0 

0 

0 
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0 
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1 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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0 

0 

0 

e\er  j other  continued... 

1 

0 
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0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

1 

0 

Enteritis  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis  

7 

t 
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0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 
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4 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  

10 

1 

1 

0 

0 
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6 

0 
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2 
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1 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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0 
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Premature  Birth  

3 

3 

0 

0 
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1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Heart  Diseases  

16 

0 
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4 
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TABLE  C,  190b. 


HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— JOSEPH  LAWSON.  M.B. 

Salary — £50. 

Sanitary  Inspector— Mr.  EMMETT  SMITH,  Associate 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Salary — £55. 

What  other  position  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill? — None. 

Water  Supply- 

Quality — Good. 

Action  on  Lead — Slight. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1904? — No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part? — Inadequacy  in  dry  summers,  from 
private  supplies. 

Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — Yes. 

Is  rainfall  from  roads  excluded  ? — No. 

Extensions  of  Improvements  during  1904 — None. 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where? — No. 

Sewage  Disposal- 

system  adopted — Precipitation  and  Filtration. 

Any  extensions  in  1904? — No. 

Any  complaint  in  neighbourhood  of  sewage  works? — No. 

Scavenging- 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary 
staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants? — Sanitary 
Staff,. 

Any  inadequacy  of  scavenging? — No. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1904  (or  parts) — None. 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  schedule,  e-.g.,  Measles, 
Chicken-pox,  etc. — Chicken-pox. 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis? — No. 
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By-Laws— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1904?  (a)  Under  the  Public 
Health.  Act,  1875— No;  (b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment)  Act,  1890 — No. 

Legal 

Regulated  No.  in  No.  on  No  In-  General  Proceedings 

Buildings,  Trades,  <fec.  District.  Register,  spected.  Condition?  (if  any) 
Common  Lodging  Houses...  5 ...  5 ...  5 ...  Satisfactory  ...  None 

Canal  Boats — ...  — ...  SO  ...  ,,  ..  ,, 

Slaughter  Houses 7 ...  7 ...  7 ...  ,,  ...  ,, 

Cowsheds  7 ...  7 ...  7 ...  ,,  ...  ,, 

Offensive  Trades 1 ...  — ...  1 ...  ,,  ...  ,, 

(Tripe  Dressing) 

Cowsheds— 

Give  date  of  Regulations  in  force  under  D.C.M.  Order — 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1904? — No. 

Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g.,  under  “ Milk 
Clauses”  concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district? — No. 

Infectious  Disease— 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  ? — Threshs’. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected? — -With  sulphur. 

Any  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  1904? — Yes  (two). 

Schools— 

Number  closed  during  1904  on  account  of  sickness — Three. 

Total  duration  of  such  closure — Three  to  four  weeks. 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease'  associated  particularly  with 
school  life  during  1904? — Smallpox. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act- 

Number  of  Workshops  in  the  district,  as  per  register — 63. 
Number  of  Bakehouses  included  in  above — 12. 

Number  of  Domestic  Workshops  included  in  above — 16. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  1904 — 44. 

Legal  proceedings — None. 

Number  of  Underground  Bakehouses  in  district — None. 

Number  of  Domestic  Factories  in  district — None. 

Number  of  Lists  of  Outworkers  received — None,  representing 
None  employers  or  contractors,  None  outworkers. 

Any  action  as  to  unwholesome  or  infected  Outworkers’  premises 
—No. 

Dwelling-s — 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1904 — Five. 

General  character — Villas  and  cottages. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses? — No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Acts  ? — No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made? — Yes. 
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Nuisances — 

Are  records  kept? — Yes. 

Notal  Number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1903 — None. 

At  close  of  1904 — None. 

Reported  during  1904 — 91. 

Abated  during  1904 — 91. 

Total  Number  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuis- 
ances during  1904— Six. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 
Number  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1904 — Three. 
Number  of  Sink  wastes  trapped  during  1901— Three. 

Number  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1901 — 21. 

Kinds — Water  Closets  and  2 Palls. 

Number  of  Closets  re-constructed  during  1901 — 8. 

Kinds — Water  Closets. 

Meteorology — 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  1904—45.56. 

Rainfall — 38.28  inches. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 
matters  ?— 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

Prosecutions— None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Two. 
Prosecutions — N one. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1904  attributable  to  — 
Arsenical  beer,  None;  Ptomaines,  None;  Lead-contaminated 
Water,  None. 

River  Pollution — Notices  served  and  posted. 

Smoke  observations  taken — 17. 

Legal  Notices — Two. 

Summonses — None. 

Burial  Grounds : Number  in  District — Three: 

Any  need  for  (a)  Extension — Yes ; (b)  Closure' — 

Mortuaries:  Number  in  District  (a)  for  accidents — No;  (b) 
other — No. 

Births  (during  1904)— 

Males*,  71;  Females,  84;  Total,  155. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  above — Two. 

Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — None. 

Deaths  (during  1904) — 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  district, 
without  any  correction — 88;  (2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  the 
rates  are  calculated — Males  50,  Females  47,  total  97. 
Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — Five. 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1904,  which 
is  my  24th  Annual  on©  as  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  in  the  District  is 
now  1,913,  an  increase  of  five  for  the  year.  Th©  num- 
ber supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains  is  1,330, 
which  is  also  an  increase  of  five  for  the  same  period. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— The  water  car- 
riage system  is  still  slowly  superceding  the  objectionable 
privy  and  pail  in  the  District,  20  additional  Water 
Closets  having  been  provided  for  dwelling-houses  alone, 
including  the  four  substituted  for  pails,  while  the  num- 
ber repaired  or  reconstructed  has  been  55,  including 
new  pails. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.— There  has  been 
no  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year,  nor 
any  additional  connections  of  house  or  other  drains 
made  with  the  sewers,  except  the  drains  from  new  pro- 
perty erected  during  the  year.  There  are  still  a con- 
siderable number  of  house  and  other  drains  discharging, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  into  the  river.  All  the  new 
drains,  as  well  as  those  re-constructed  or  repaired,  have 
been  subject  to  the  usual  inspection,  and  testing  were 
necessary,  before  being  covered  up,  and  they  are  as  fol- 
lows : Eight  for  new  houses  or  other  buildings;  20  for 
additional  water  closets;  11  for  w.c.’s  re-constructed; 
and  33  for  house  drains  repaired  or  re-laid. 

Th©  Number  of  WORKSHOPS  on  the  Register  is 
63,  including  12  Bakehouses  and  16  Domestic  Work- 
shops. Sanitary  defects  of  a minor  character  were  met 
with  in  two  cases  only,  and  they  were  remedied  after  the 
occupiers’  attention  had  been  drawn  to  them. 
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In  FACTORIES,  seven  Closets  have  been  re- con- 
structed, including  the  four  objectionable  trunk  closets 
at  Calder  Mill,  which  I have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  in 
special  and  other  reports.  They  have  now  been  con- 
verted into  water  closets,  with  automatic  flushing  ar- 
rangement, which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  system  most 
generally  suitable  for  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Of  the  INFECTIOUS  CASES  notified  to  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health,  82  were  removed  to  the  Hospitals, 
viz.,  57  of  Smallpox,  18  of  Scarlet  Fever,  6 of  Typhoid, 
and  1 of  Continued  Fever.  In  each  of  the  57  Smallpox 
cases  the  bedding  was  removed  and  burnt,  but  this 
destruction  of  bedding  will  not  be  necessary  in  future, 
either  in  the  case  of  smallpox  or  other  infectious  diseases, 
as  proper  disinfection  can  now  be  carried  out  without 
injury  to  the  bedding  or  clothing,  in  the  steam 
disinfector. 

Two  Samples  of  New  Milk  were  purchased  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
and  transmitted  to  the  County  Analyst,  who  reported 
both  samples  to  be  genuine.  A sample  of  suspected 
Drinking  Water  was  also  taken  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  and  sent  to  the  same  Analyst,  who  reported  it  to  be 
contaminated  with  sewage  or  other  similar  impurity, 
which  I have  to  report  is  having  attention. 

Premises  subject  to  Special  Regulations,  such  as 
Slaughter-houses,  Cowsheds,  and  Common  Lodging- 
houses,  have  been  frequently  visited,  and  found  to  be 
kept  in  such  a manner  as  to  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 

I remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EMMETT  SMITH,  Asso.  R.S.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Canal  Boat  Report. 


Hebden  Bridge,  13th  January,  1905. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg:  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1904  as  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  to  the  Hebden  Bridge 
Urban  and  the  Todmorden  Rural  District  Councils. 

The  Number  of  Boats  inspected  within  the  two 
districts  during  the  year  has  been  80,  as  against  82  for 
the  previous  year.  The  combined  sleeping  accommo- 
dation on  the  80  boats,  as  testified  by  the  certificates, 
was  375  adults,  but  only  213  persons  of  all  ages  and 
both  sexes  were,  occupying  the  cabins  or  accompanying 
the  boats  at  the  time  such  inspections  were  made,  viz., 
170  men,  21  women,  and  22  children.  This  is  a rather 
larger  number  of  women  and  children  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  but  there  was  to  my  mind  unmistakable 
evidence  in  the  appearance  of  both  that  but  a few  of 
them  were  permanent  occupants  of  the  boats,  in  addition 
to  the  frequent  declarations  that  they  were  only  going 
for  a single  voyage. 

Last  year  I had  to  record  five  infringements  of  the 
Acts  or  Regulations,  but  this  year  I have,  only  three  to 
record,  and  these  were  met  with  on  two  boats.  In  the 
first  case,  the  cabins  required  painting,  but  the  Captain 
stated  that  she  was  to  be  docked  for  painting  and  repairs 
on  her  return  to  Rochdale,  which  I presume  has  already 
been  carried  out,  as  it  was  in  the  early  part  of  August 
when  I inspected  the  boat.  In  the  other  case,  there 
was  no  certificate  on  board,  and  the  cabins  were  very 
dirty.  The  explanation  onered  by  the  Captain  was  that 
the  boat  had  been  tied  up  for  some  time  owing  to  bad 
trade,  but  had  been  suddenly  required  to  take  a cargo  to 
Manchester,  that  he  had  forgot  the  certificate,  and  also 
that  he  had  not  had  time  to  clean  the  cabins  since 
leaving  Sowerby  Bridge,  the  place  where  the  boat  had 
been  tied  up. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EMMETT  SMITH,  Asso.  R.  S.  I., 

Inspector. 


